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A Chairde 
 
Time flies when you are having fun – and that was most certainly true this year! I 
can’t believe that we are at the end of the school year once again! I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone that played a part in making 2016/2017 such a 
successful one here in the school.  
I would like to thank the teachers, the SNAs, our ancillary staff, Claire, Martin and 
Roger, the entire parent body, the Parents’ Association, particularly Kathryn Jones, 
Chairperson and the Board of Management. I would most especially like to thank our 
pupils for being the enthusiastic, eager to learn, mannerly, creative, charming bunch 
that they are – Míle Buíochas! Well done to you all on another fantastic year and we 
look forward to another great one next year.  

We would like to take a moment to say a fond farewell to the Class of 2017, our 
current 6th Class, as they prepare to move on to secondary school. There will be 
celebrations across the next fortnight, but for now I would like to wish them the very 
best of luck in their futures. You will always be a part of the Scoil Barra Naofa family 
– we will always be interested to hear where you have gone and what you have 
achieved, so be sure to come back and visit us! We are incredibly proud of you all. 
Go n-éirí go geal libh go léir.  

I hope you all have a wonderful summer and we look forward to having you all safely 
back with us on September 1st at 8:50am. 

Míle Buíochas ó chroí, 

Ciara Ní Bhuaigh & Foireann na Scoile 

  



SCHOOL TOURS 

• 3rd/4th/5th to Let's Go on Wednesday 21st June-meet at Island Bus Stop 
8:30 sharp.  
Back to Island Bus Stop for 3:30pm Please ensure the children bring a 
tracksuit bottom and long sleeve top for certain activities and a change of 
clothes as outdoor activities will run as scheduled.. 
 

• 1st/2nd Class Tour to Garryduff Sports Centre Friday 23rd June-normal 
school hours, bring packed lunch and drinks. School tracksuit to be worn. 
Rain jackets, weather dependent. 
  

• 6th Class Ballyhass Lakes Thursday 22nd June leaving from Island Bus Stop 
at 8:30am return to Monkstown Bus Stop for 5pm. Items needed-lunch and 
drinks, school tracksuit to be worn, bring old runners/shoes for water 
activities, swimwear, towel, full change of clothes, raingear and bag for wet 
gear. 
  

• 26th June Tír na Sí Farm for Infant Classes normal school hours. Bring 
lunch and drinks. 

  

SPORTS NIGHT  

All families are welcome at the Parents' Association School Night, which will be held 
TONIGHT - Tuesday 13th June in Monkstown Golf Club Practice Field, beginning at 
6:30pm.    

Running order: FIRST RACE at 6.30pm 

• Sprint: Preschool Girls 

                  Preschool Boys 

Junior Infant Girls 

Junior Infant boys, etc. up to 6th class 

• DADS’ RACE 
• Egg and spoon race:  Junior Infant girls 

                 Junior Infant boys, etc. up to 6th class 



• MUMS’ RACE 
• 3 legged race: Junior Infant girls 

                Junior Infant boys, etc. up to 6th class 

• FAMILY FUN RACE: A family should consist on 1 adult and 2 children of 
primary school age, with at least one attending Scoil Barra Naofa. Children 
will run as normal, for one leg each, with the parent running BACKWARDS 
for the last, 100 meters, leg. 

• Wellie throwing competition and penalty shootout will also be on site. 

Don't forget your spoon and potato for the 'egg' and spoon race and a scarf or pair 
of tights for the 3-legged race. 

  

Extras! 

• The Golf Club, who very generously allow us use of the Practice Ground for 
the occasion, will be hosting a BBQ, with their own homemade burgers on 
sale from 6.30pm. Sports night is always a hungry one, and this is especially 
to facilitate families who will not have had time for their dinner before 
6.30pm.  Cost will be €5 for an Adult size burger and €4 for child’s size. 

• Cake stall: please bring donations to the school kitchen on Tuesday at drop 
off or collection time 

• Book stall: Please bring donations to the halla on Tuesday at drop off or 
collection time. 

• Tea and coffee will be available to purchase at €1. 
• Sweet shop selling water, fizzy drinks, crisps and sweets. 
• An ice cream will be provided, free of charge, for all children who run in the 

sprint races. A ticket will be given to each child when they finish, which is to 
be handed in to redeem their treat. 
  

As is tradition, pupils may arrive late to school tomorrow (Wednesday) if they have 
attended the Sports Night. The school will be open at the normal time for supervision 
in the hall / yard (8:30am) and teachers will be in their classrooms from 8:50am as 
normal, however pupils  may arrive up to 10am, if needs be. After 10am pupils not in 
attendance will be marked absent.   

Enjoy the night! 



LIBRARIANS’ VISIT 

June 9th was a very exciting day in Scoil Barra Naofa as  two Cork librarians Mary 
and Rachel visited the school and held very interesting and informative EE tings with 
each class in the library. This visit was the culmination of the Reading Focus at school 
in February and led to DEAR being adopted in each class. The Student Council 
wishes to especially thank Aoife Fleury who was the liaison between the school and 
the librarians. Each class heard a story and found out about the amazing services 
offered by the local libraries. It would definitely be very beneficial for all students to 
join and would encourage reading throughout the summer. If anyone wishes to join, 
please pick up a form from Miss Marshall in Junior Infants. Here are some of the 
wonderful services and interesting information about the library. 

1. It is free to join and you can take up to 12 books each week. These can be renewed 
online if you can't make it to the library each week. If you are on holidays anywhere 
in Ireland the books may be returned to that library and you may borrow books from 
the local library and return them to your own one when you get home. 

2. Borrow box is an amazing service which allows you to log in and download books 
directly to a phone or table. After 14 days they are removed from your device but you 
can opt to renew them online. Again this is a free service and might be very handy 
for travel as it also includes audiobooks. 

3. Summer Stars Reading Programme- This is an initiative to encourage holiday 
reading. Each child gets a Reading Stars Card where they record the books they 
have read or books that others have read to them. At the end of the summer, each 
child, whether they have read one book or a hundred, is presented with a certificate. 

4. Every Friday at 3 pm Mary holds a story time session in Carrigaline library which 
would be a rewarding and fun experience for all children. You could have heard a pin 
drop in the library as she read to each of the classes. 

5. The focus in the Cork Libraries for children this summer is on Space and Space 
books. There is a link between research being conducted by UCC including 
interactive activities and scaled models that will fire a child's imagination and feed 
their curiosity. 

6. The libraries offer audio books, dvds , guest speakers, set activities and 
appropriate online activities to children of all ages. 

Finally the gift of reading is an invaluable life tool for each and every child. Please 
consider joining the library and to make a library trip part of the timetable of events 



for the summer. In an increasingly expensive world it is fabulous to know that all 
children have access to this amazing free resource. 

  

SUMMER READING ADVENTURE   

We always encourage pupils to continue reading over the summer & we have learned 
of the Summer Reading Adventure that will be running in Passage West Library, 
which may help with this. It is a free programme open to all children. A Summer 
Reading Card records each registered child over the summer and there is an award 
event at the end of the summer. More information is available from Passage West 
Library 

  

STUDENT COUNCIL CAKE SALE 

Many thanks to all of the brilliant Scoil Barra Naofa bakers who made delicious cakes 
for our cake sale on Thursday June 8th. The staff room looked like the most amazing 
cake shop ever. Thanks to all of the kind donations the Student Council raised €500 
for cancer research. All of the money will go to Breakthrough Cancer Research which 
is based on the Western Road in Cork. Once again the Student Council wishes to 
thank everyone for their hard work and generosity. 

  

STUDENT COUNCIL    

On behalf of the entire school community we thank them for all their hard work and 
compliment them on their achievements throughout the year!!! The Student Council 
were very busy working on ALOT of other exciting and important activities and 
fundraisers. 

• Trick or Treat for Temple Street Fundraiser  
• Breakthrough Cancer Research Cake Sale   
• Christmas Can Appeal for St Vincent de Paul 
• Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal  
• Readathon & I Love Reading Month 
• SBN’s Got Talent   
• Healthy Eating Week  
• Active Week  



BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 2017 

Please find attached the Board of Management’s Annual report.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the current Board of Management for their support and hard 
work over the last school year. 

  

ACTIVE WEEK 

This week is Active Week in Scoil Barra Naofa. Pupils will be engaged in different activities 
across the week, finishing with the School Sports Day (in the Golf Club for Senior Classes & 
the school for Infant Classes) on Friday. We hope that everyone enjoys the week! 

 

SIXTH CLASS GRADUATION  

6th Class Graduation Mass will be held in the school hall at 7pm on Monday 26th 
June 2017. 

The PA organised Graduation Disco will take place in Monkstown Sailing Club on 
Friday 23rd June at 7:30pm. 

 

SOFIA DALY – PRIMARY GAMES 

We are thrilled to confirm that, Sofia Daly, 6th Class, has been selected to play in the 
Primary GO-Games, playing for Cork, representing Scoil Barra Naofa, at the Munster 
Football Final in Fitzgerald Stadium on July 2nd! Congratulations and well done to 
Sofia & best of luck on the day! 

 

CORK CITY SPORTS 2017 

Well done to all of our athletes who participated in Cork City Sports recently in 
challenging wet conditions. They all ran their hearts out and we are very proud of 
them. 

Well done to Charlie Lester, Cian Power, Lily Horgan, Romy Barry and Beth Barry 
who came 1st in their individual races, qualifying for the Quarter Finals of the County 
Championship. Congratulations also to Daniel Horgan who came second in his 



individual race and Áine Power, Tara McSweeney and Lauren Dinan who all came 
third in their races. 

Our relay teams also were very successful with the Junior Boys’ Team and Senior 
Girls’ Teams who both came 2nd in their races and the Junior Girls’ Team who came 
3rd. 

Due to the brilliant successes of our female athletes the Girls’ Athletics team claimed 
the Overall Winners Prize in their division – Roinn 13! 

Thank you to all of the teachers and parents who helped out today and contributed 
to the day being such a success. Well done again to all our athletes – maith sibh go 
léir! 

  

NEW SCHOOL JERSEYS – SPONSORSHIP!  

We would like to extend our most sincere thanks to “Contracting Plus”, located in 
Airport Business Park, who have kindly sponsored new GAA jerseys, Basketball 
vests and athletics bibs for our pupils. We hope that the jerseys will be ready for the 
new school year and we look forward to hopefully welcoming a representative from 
“Contracting Plus” for a presentation next school year! 

 

PAST PUPILS’ VISIT 

Past pupils David Hyland, David Harrington and Mark McCarthy visited the school 
last week. They won the Munster Senior Schools Rugby Final with Presentation 
Brothers College. They displayed their medals and spoke to 5th and 6th class about 
the importance of balance with their sporting and academic activities. They then took 
2nd class for a rugby session. Go raibh míle maith agaibh! 

 

CLOTHING COLLECTION 

Thank you all for your support with last week’s recycled clothing collection. We are 
delighted to report 660kg of Clothing was collected and the school expects to receive 
approximating €230 in return! Míle Buíochas. 

  



CRAFT CLUB 

The final Craft Club of the year will take place this week Thursday June 15 th.  We 
would like to thank all of the pupils who have attended across the year – we hope 
you have enjoyed, learned and benefitted from the classes – keep up your craft work 
across the summer! We look forward to hopefully seeing new and familiar faces next 
year. 

Sincere thanks to Bean Uí Bhuaigh, Ms. Byrne, and Audrey who have all given of 
their time voluntarily throughout the year to ensure that Craft Club was such a 
success. 

We are also very grateful to the parents who have supported Craft Club. As you are 
aware, the proceeds go entirely to school fundraising. We are delighted to have 
raised €2,200 approx through the Craft Club this school year. We hope to purchase 
new pupils’ furniture for one of the classrooms with the proceeds. 

Míle Buíochas! 

 

GARDEN ACTION DAY 

School Garden Action Day This Saturday 

As you can all see, some tremendous work has been done on the school garden and now 
the yards.   

A final push to finish the area between the new Sensory Garden and the yards is needed to 
create an Outdoor Classroom and Wildflower Garden for the classes to use. 

Please donate an hour or two of your time this Saturday, 17th June, to help clear this area 
and finish the outdoor space for the children to enjoy and learn about nature! 

Volunteers need no gardening knowledge, just donate an hour or two of aerobic exercise 
any time between 12 - 4pm!  

 

 

 



 
 

SCOIL BARRA NAOFA MONKSTOWN 

SCHOOL GARDEN ACTION DAY!  

We Need Strong Volunteers on Saturday 17th June 12 – 4 pm! 

Please donate 2 hours to help! 

To Volunteer 2 Hours of Time, Please 

Call, text or email : 

Emma on 087 6889649 , 

emmamurphy99@gmail.com 

And please feel free to turn up on the day 

 
 

Adults (Mums and Dads!) 

Needed To: 

Clear Weeds 

Remove Stones 

Move Earth 

Log Cutting 

Digging Holes (!)  

Equipment Needed:  

Shovels & Forks 

Wheelbarrows 

Rakes 

1-2 Chainsaws 

mailto:emmamurphy99@gmail.com


SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 
Enrolment forms are now available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kim Matthews & Sharon Mulrooney 

 

 

 

SHAMROCKS GAA 

 

Shamrocks boys Academy for boys born in 2006 to 2012 continues every Saturday 
morning in Shanbally from 11.15am to 12.30pm, come along and enjoy the fun. Every 
Saturday until the end of June. Club Ciaran (hurling camp July 3rd - 7th) available 
soon. Monkstown NS boys especially welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Summer Computer Camps  
 
Coding, Internet, HTML, Word, Animation, Music, Raspberry Pi, 
Game Development, Minecraft, Scratch, Powerpoint, Web 
Design, Robotics, 3D Design, Make a T Shirt 

 
The Camps are suitable for children from first class up. 
 
33 Venues throughout Cork, Kerry, Tipperary, Waterford and Limerick 
 
www.techkidz.ie / 02251318 
 

Each child has been given a brochure today. 
 

 

http://www.techkidz.ie/

