
 

SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 

Newsletter 

12th December 2017  

A Chairde, 

As this is the final newsletter of 2017, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
and your families a happy, holy and healthy Christmas and every best wish for the New 
Year. I know Santa will be very busy visiting lots of deserving boys and girls in 
Monkstown!! 

I would like to thank you all most sincerely for your co-operation and support in 2017. 
As the year draws to a close, it is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the many 
achievements of the pupils and the school. Huge parental and staff support were 
involved in developments at all levels and I am deeply indebted to you all. It has been 
wonderful to work with such polite, eager and engaged pupils, such talented, dedicated 
and motivated staff, and positive, supportive and enthusiastic parents. I look forward to 
working with you all again in 2018 and am excited about the opportunities it will bring us 
all as a school community! 

Finally, at this time of year we remember those in our school community who are no 
longer with us and watch over us from above. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha dílis. 
Our thoughts and prayers are also with families in our community who face difficult 
challenges this Christmas. Go gcuití Dia sibh go léir. 

Nollaig Shona faoi shéan is faoi mhaise dhaoibh go léir agus guím gach rath oraibh don 
athbhliain! 

Mise le meas, 

Ciara Ní Bhuaigh agus Foireann na Scoile 

 

 



UPCOMING DATES 

Thursday 21st December 11am (approx.) School Christmas Carol service 

Friday  22nd December  12midday Closure for School Christmas Holidays 

Monday 8th January 2018 8:50am  Re-Opening for Term 2  

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH Additional School Closure: Professional 
Development Day for teachers 

 

CAROL SERVICE 

Our Carol Service will take place at 11am on THURSDAY 21st DECEMBER 2017. All 
are welcome to attend the relaxed, informal service.  

Any parent who wishes to collect their child early after the carol service, should wait for 
the class to return to the school. They may be collected from the classroom and signed 
out using the 'SIGN-OUT' sheet, which the teacher will have in their room. The school 
will remain open until 2:30pm, as usual and 1.30pm for Infant classes. 

Please remember that any photographs or videos taken on your own personal devices 
at the Carol Service are strictly for personal use only and must not be uploaded to any 
website that can be viewed by others (e.g. Facebook, You Tube or other social media 
sites). As you can appreciate this is due to Child Protection and Data Protection issues 
and aims to protect all of the children in our school community. We appreciate your 
cooperation with this. We hope you enjoy the Carol Service! 

 

INTERNET 

Unfortunately we are suffering a huge disruption to our internet service to the school. 
We are liaising on a daily basis with the School Broadband Desk in Dublin to address 
the issue and have broadband back as soon as possible to the school. 

Please keep this in mind if you need to the contact the school. Emails may not be seen 
as regularly as they usually would – so if a message is time sensitive, please phone the 
office instead. Thank You! 



STUDENT COUNCIL 

The Student Council are organising a food drive for St Vincent de Paul. We are 
collecting tinned food and non-perishable items such as tea, coffee, cereal etc. This 
year it is a competition. Each class has a box since last week week. On December 15th 
the Principal will go around and inspect the boxes and the class that makes the most 
effort will get a Homework Pass in January. 
 
On the day of the Christmas holidays (Fri 22nd Dec) we will be holding a Christmas 
movie and pyjama / Christmas jumper day. Scoil Barra Naofa will become an 
Omniplex!! Each child downstairs may swop rooms and go to any of the downstairs 
movies and the same applies upstairs. The cost of this awesome cinema trip is just €1!!! 
We are very conscious that this is a very expensive time of year for families. It will be 
lots of fun and all contributions will used to fund activities and resources for school. 
 
Thank you to all the families who purchased Christmas cards. We raised 479 euro 
which again will be used to benefit the pupils of Scoil Barra Naofa. Míle Buíochas! 

 

3RD CLASS GAA BLITZ 

Well done to our 3rd Class Boys’ Teams who represented us so well at the recent finals 
of the Carrigdhoun GAA Blitz, held in Riverstick Community Hall. They were unfortunately 
beaten by the eventual winners Summercove N.S. Many thanks to Mr. Murphy for 
preparing the team. 

 

GREEN SCHOOLS NEWS 

A competition was held recently in Scoil Barra Naofa to come up with a slogan for our 
Biodiversity Green Flag. There were many excellent entries. The winning slogan is 
‘Biodiversity is our aim, get everybody in the game’. This was written by Romy Barry 
in Third Class.  

There was a colouring competition amongst the younger classes and the winners were : 
Caelam Hourihane (J. Infs.), Leah Kirby (S. Infs.) and Iseult O’ Mullane (First Class). 
Maith sibh go léir. 

 



PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS NOVEMBER 

At our recent assembly the wonderful work of all our pupils throughout the month of 
November was appreciated! Some special recognition was given to our Principal’s Award 
winners. Maith sibh go léir!!! Táimid an-bhródúil asaibh! 

• Isabella Walsh (Rang 1) for always doing her best and putting 100% effort into 
all her work; 

• Max McDonnell (Rang 1) for always listening to his teacher and putting his “lámh 
suas”; 

• Ellen Terry (Rang 2) for being a kind and helpful class mate and for working so 
well in Second Class; 

• Mark Barry (Rang 2) for always trying his best and putting a superb effort into his 
work; 

• Madison Spriggs (Rang 3) for her hard work in Gaeilge and with her spellings 
and for her excellent behaviour and participation in class; 

• John Hegarty (Rang 3) for his fantastic focus and effort this month in all subject 
areas as well as his superb behaviour; 

• Steve Lyons (Rang 4) for his excellent effort in class, especially with his Gaeilge 
and his handwriting; 

• Cian Barry (Rang 4) for his excellent participation in class, for his lovely manner 
& always having a positive attitude; 

• Ellen Price (Rang 5) for having such a positive and helpful attitude in class agus 
bíonn sí ag obair go dian sa Ghaeilge; 

• Jay Murphy Brooker (Rang 5) for always being helpful, for doing so well in Maths 
and always presenting very neat work; 

• Noah White (Rang 6) ar a ardleibhéal inspreagtha agus tiomantais, a díograis ,a 
chuid oibre crua agus a chuid gnóthachtálacha sa Mhatamaitic agus Gaeilge; 

• Anna Marie Harley (Rang 6) ar a cuid oibre crua agus a ndúthracht, a cairdeas., 
a cuid cabhrach agus a bheith ina mac léinn agus cara iontach. 

 



ASSEMBLY 

On Friday 1st December we had our monthly school assembly which was opened by a 
wonderful performance of ABBA songs by Rang a Sé! Couldn’t help but put us all in great 
moods! 

The Student Council told us all about the exciting upcoming plans for Christmas In the 
school. 

Our Green School Committee announced Rang 2 as winners of the Golden Boot award 
and Rang a Cúig the winners of the Golden Lightbulb! Well done to both classes. They 
also announced Romy Barry’s slogan as the winning biodiversity slogan. Well done, 
Romy! 

Our Health promotion squad announced the winners of the competitions recently held 
during Healthy Week – well done to everyone who took part! 

We all said a huge “Slán leat agus go raibh maith agaibh” to Anna & Sinéad who have 
worked with our infant classes all term! 

 

SANTA SUNDAY  

We were super excited to welcome Santa to SBN on December 3rd. Even though 
December is a very busy month for Santa we are so grateful that he took time out of his 
hectic schedule to meet with all of the boys and girls of Monkstown! Thank You, Santa! 

Thank you also to our hard working PA led by Kathryn Jones and assisted by many 
parent volunteers, for inviting Santa to Monkstown and organising a wonderful Santa 
Sunday! Míle Buíochas! 

Deep appreciation also to the many companies and families who sponsored vouchers, 
gifts and prizes for our Raffle – go raibh míle maith agaibh! 

Finally, thank you to all of the school, staff and local families that came to Santa 
Sunday, enjoyed the games and actives, bought books & presents, “Family Rocks” 
keepsakes, visited the “Buy your Dress” boutique and relaxed in the tea room! Your 
support is appreciated & all of the funds raised will go towards school improvements, 
particularly the creation of a functional kitchen in which pupils can learn to cook and 
bake! Míle Buíochas ó chroí!  Nollaig Shona dhaoibh go léir! 



PA: SANTA SUNDAY 

A huge thank you to all who helped, in any way, to make Santa Sunday a great 
success.  We have raised almost €2,400 towards making a new kitchen for our 
children to learn essential life skills. 

For those who did not have an opportunity on Santa Sunday to make "Our Family 
Rocks", or wish to buy extra, we will have enough supplies to make up a limited number 
of frames on Thursday 14th, in Ms Dwyers (Senior Infants) classroom, 1.30 - 2.30pm. 

Alternatively you can order by sending your details, quantity required and names, to 
kathrynjones48@gmail.com or 0872725730 by Monday 18th.  Cost is €10 per finished 
frame. 

 
 

SCHOOL CHOIR  

Well done to our 4th & 5th Class School Choir on their magnificent performance at 
“Candlelight at Christmas” event in aid of Pieta House. They performed ‘Mo Ghile Mear’ 
& ‘Winter Song’ beautifully. We are extremely proud of them! Thank you to Ms. Ní 
Bhéara, Mrs O’ Dea & Jacqui for helping prepare the choir so well! Míle Buíochas agus 
maith sibh go léir! 

 

WEST MIDLAND THEATRE PANTOMIME 

The West Midland Theatre group performed their pantomime ‘Dick Whittington’ for 
Junior Infants to Fourth Class today in the halla last week. It was a very entertaining, 
action packed show with plenty of audience participation and was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all! 
 

SCIATH NA SCOL SPORTS QUIZ 

Well done to our Fifth and Sixth Class teams – Liam, Oisín, Laoise, Kyle, Charlie, Cian, 
Noah and Anna Marie - who participated in the Sciath na Scol sports quiz in the 
Rochestown Park Hotel last Wednesday. Maith sibh! 

Happy Christmas from 

SBN Parents Association 



6TH CLASS ENTREPRENEURS 

Congratulations to the Entrepreneurs of Sixth Class who had a very successful day with 
their ‘Multi Box’ on Santa Sunday. Many orders have been placed, processed and 
deliveries are being made! Maith sibh! 

 

Visit from Enable Ireland 

On Tuesday we welcomed Maria and Jennifer from Enable Ireland. On behalf of our 
Students’ Council Sophie and Charlie were thrilled to present them with a cheque for 
€500, raised through the Student Council Hallowe’en Costume Fundraiser. We were 
delighted to support such a worthy cause. Maria & Jennifer spoke to 5th and 6th Class 
about the work that Enable Ireland undertake, particularly in the Lavanagh Centre where 
our money will go. Go raibh míle maith agaibh, agus maith sibh go léir! 

 

FRÁSAÍ NA SEACHTAINE 

Seo leanas frásaí na coicíse seo! 
 

Gach rang Méanranganna Na hArdranganna 

11ú 
Nollaig 

Cad atá uait? What 
do you want? 
_____, más é do thoil 
é. A ______, please. 

Cad atá ag teastáil uait? 
What would you like? 
Tá _____ ag teastáil 
uaim. 
I would like a ___. 

Cé mhéid atá ar 
____? 
How much is a 
_____? 

18ú 
Nollaig 

Nollaig Shona duit. 
Happy Christmas! 
Gurab amhlaidh duit. 
Many happy returns! 

Tá sceitmíní áthais orm. 
I am excited. 
Tá Daidí na Nollag ag teacht. 
Santa is coming. 
Tá na laethanta saoire ag teacht. 
The holidays are coming. 

 

 

AURORA HARP & FLUTE DUO - WORKSHOP 

Today we welcomed Katie Hyland & Fiona Gryson – the Aurora Flute and Harp Duo! 
Katie played the flute, while Fiona was on harp and they held two educational music 



workshops in Scoil Barra Naofa.  All of our pupils thoroughly enjoyed these fun and 
interactive workshops – with pupils from Junior Infants to Sixth Class assisting when 
needed! Fiona & Katie helped the children learn about the history and background of 
their instruments and demonstrated how they work.  We all really enjoyed their 
performances of music from classical to music from the movies and musicals. There 
was even a beautiful sing-a-long! The workshop was part funded by the Cork County 
Council’s Arts in School Programme. Míle Buíochas Fiona agus Katie! 

 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS IN AID OF PIETA HOUSE 

Cantate would like to thank all the 4th and 5th class pupils of Scoil Barra Naofa School 
Choir who sang so beautifully at the recent 'Candlelight Christmas' charity concert in 
Sacred Heart church, Monkstown.   

Very special thanks to your wonderful teachers Ms. Máireád Ní Bhéara, and Mrs. 
Caroline O’ Dea,  to your amazing special needs assistant, Ms. Jacqui Scriven  and to 
your fantastic principal Ciara Iníon Uí Bhuaigh  for all their hard work in preparing the 
choir for your super performance.   

Thank you to all the parents, families and friends who supported the concert, it was a 
great success and  €2828.50 was raised for Pieta House - Míle buíochas. 

 

 


