
 

SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 

Newsletter 

16th January 2018  

A Chairde, 

A Happy New Year to you all! I hope that you and your families had a happy and holy 
Christmas. We look forward to an exciting new calendar year and new term and the 
many activities, which will take place. 

We welcome Ms. Kelly back and wish Ms. Jordan every best wish in her new school. 

Mise le meas, 

Ciara Ní Bhuaigh agus Foireann na Scoile 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

Friday 19th January   6th Class Primary Debating Comp 

Thursday 8th February  4th Class - Grandparents Day (Time to be confirmed).  

Thurs & Fri 15th & 16th Feb SCHOOL CLOSURE Midterm Break 

Tuesday 6th March   7:30pm 2nd Class – First Confession 

Wednesday 7th March  SCHOOL CLOSURE Teacher’s In Service Day 

MONDAY 19th March   SCHOOL CLOSURE – St. Patrick’s Day Bank Holiday  

Friday 23rd March  12midday Closure for School Easter Holidays 

Monday 9th April 2018  8:50am  Re-Opening for Term 3  

 



PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS (DECEMBER) 

Well done to the recipients of December’s Principal’s Awards : 

First Class : Beth Barry for putting fantastic effort into all her work, listening attentively 
and for a very positive attitude and Cian Macey for working extremely hard in class, 
fantastic writing and independence. 

Second Class : Matthew McCarthy for working hard in class and presenting his work so 
well and for listening and helping out in class and Maisie Crowley for being polite and 
kind, for improving her work in class, for concentrating and listening. 

Third Class : Tim McCarthy for being so pleasant and bubbly, for trying his best with 
computer work and for being a good friend and Finn Ryan for excellent progress in 
handwriting, his attention and focus and all round personality. 

Fourth Class : Ana Daly for putting great effort into her class work, wonderful 
participation and a positive attitude and Dara Headworth for trying his best in class, 
putting huge effort into his handwriting, for perseverance in the face of difficulty and 
wonderful manners. 

Fifth Class : Milly Ryan for always working so hard, being diligent and always presenting 
her work with neatness, care and pride and Sam McDonnell for working hard, improved 
concentration and independence and being helpful to his teacher. 

Sixth Class : Ryan Nolan ar a fhreagracht agus a aibíocht, a chuid eitice oibre agus a 
bhaint amach agus Nicole Dinan ar a díograis agus a cruthaitheacht, a cuid iarrachtaí 
agus a bhaint amach go léir. 

Maith sibh go léir! 

 

 

6TH CLASS: JUNIOR ENTREPRENEUR PROGRAMME 

Sixth Class proudly presented €173 to Eoin from Breakthrough Cancer Research 
before Christmas – the proceeds from their very successful Junior Entrepreneur project. 
A huge thank you to Nicky Moynihan who gave of his time so generously during the 
project. Maith sibh go léir! 
 
 
 



FLU 

As you are all well aware we are in the thick of flu season, with Australia Flu an additional 
concern this year. Please click on the attached link for Health Advice and signs &  
symptoms: 
http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/influenza/seasonalinfluenza/guidance/schools/ 
 
Please remember that if you child is showing symptoms of the flu, do not send them to 
school and keep them at home.  
 
At times like this it is vital that you ensure your child has their ‘toilet bag’ up to date, 
including tissues, hand gel and their own face cloth sized towel, which is washed 
regularly. All of these will help limit the spread of germs! Stay healthy! 
 
 

STAFF ROOM 

Over the Christmas holiday the staffroom received a face lift, with the specific aim of 
incorporating two freestanding ovens into the rooms. It was our intention to create a 
functional kitchen, where the pupils will learn life cooking and baking skills. While there 
is still some work and organisation to be done before this can commence, we are thrilled 
with the room as it takes shape.  
 
Our thanks to Martin, our ever talented care taker for his hard work, craftsmanship and 
diligence over the Christmas holidays, along with Roger, our cleaner for his hard work on 
the project also. We are also very grateful to the Parents’ Association for agreeing to 
sponsor some of the project. Míle Buíochas! 
 
We look forward to seeing the project completed soon and the appliances and equipment 
in use by students in 2018! 
 
 

PRIMARY DEBATING COMPETITION 

We wish our 6th class debaters the very best of luck this coming Friday in the next round 
of the Concern Primary Debating Competition against Liscarroll N.S. Thanks to Ms. 
Murphy for preparing them so well. Go n-éirí go geal libh! 
 

 

http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/influenza/seasonalinfluenza/guidance/schools/


AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

Homework Club: This is now running on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
2:30pm-3:35pm. Please contact the office for further information. 
 
Craft Club: This began last Wednesday for pupils from 2nd-6th Class. For further 
information, contact Iníon Uí Bhuaigh. 
 
 
Other: 

• Montforts Musical Theatre Classes 4-12 year olds – Mondays – More information 
from: montfortcollege.com 

• Playball – Junior & Senior Infants – Tuesdays 1:30pm-2:25pm. More information 
from Ronan on 0876529724 or see http://www.playballkids.com/franchise/539 

• Tae Kwon Do – Fridays – More information from Mark Buckley 0868220107 
  
Unfortunately due to lack of demand, French classes will not be going ahead in Scoil 
Barra Naofa. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATION COMPETITION 

The Green Committee wish to thank all those who made decorations out of reusable 
materials. The winners were : 

• Zara Matthews (J. Infs.) 

• Sarah Mai Sheehy (S. Infs.) 

• Ayda Bruen (First Class) 

• Faye Ryan (Second Class) 

• Ella Dinan (Third Class) 

• Lauren Coughlan – Colouring Competition (Fourth Class) 

• Caoimhe O’ Brien (Fifth Class) 

• Simone Jennings (Sixth Class) 
 

GYMNASTICS 

We welcomed back Colm O’ Toole from Carrigaline Gymnastics club last Wednesday. 
All classes will be undertaking a module in gymnastics this term. 

http://www.playballkids.com/franchise/539


SOCIAL MEDIA & CYBER BULLYING 

As many children have received phones, tablets and devices over the Christmas Holidays 
feel it is very important to highlight again the importance of monitoring your child’s use of 
the internet at home. While we are a pro-technology school, we also aim to educate 
students and parents of any potential risks, such as cyber-bulling etc. Already this term 
there have been some negative social interactions and communications between pupils 
reported to the school. 
 
We would like to remind parents that the minimum age for all social media sites such 
as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Viber, Whatsapp etc. is 13 years and 
16years for others. Therefore, technically, no child in our school should have such 
accounts. If your child has their own account on any of the above, we would advise you 
to talk to them. It may be best that these accounts are disabled until your child has 
reached the appropriate age.   
 
Primary school pupils would not be considered socially mature enough to understand the 
complexities of social interactions via social media. The act of one friend receiving a 
message and another not receiving it, could be misunderstood as isolating a classmate. 
They may unintentionally (or indeed deliberately) hurt each other’s feelings in the way 
they interact online or speak about each other online. It is the school’s strong opinion 
that pupils should not be using these social media accounts at their age, and if 
they do, they should be monitored and supervised closely.  
 
We will be supporting pupils in school as best as possible with internet safety lessons, 
however your influence as parents, and putting firm structures in place is vital. The hours 
at which your child has access to their device is important. It is important to discuss this 
topic with your child, and supervise and monitor their internet usage.   
 
The website, www.webwise.ie , is a useful tool for parents, who might want to learn 
more about children and the internet / social media. 
 

CAROL SERVICE 

We hope those of you that could attend Our Christmas Carol Service in the Sacred 
Heart Church before the Christmas Holidays enjoyed it. Many thanks to all those who 
helped with the preparations, especially our Co-Ordinator, Ms. Ní Bhéara. Well done to 
all the children who performed so beautifully and made this a very special occasion for 
all.  



FRÁSAÍ NA SEACHTAINE 

Seo leanas frásaí na coicíse seo! 
 

Gach rang Méanranganna Na hArdranganna 

15ú 
Éanair  

Tá sé ag cur 
sneachta. 
It is snowing. 
Tá calóga sneachta 
ag titim. 
Snowflakes are falling 

Tá mé préachta leis 
an bhfuacht. 
I am frozen with the 
cold. 

Tá brat bán sneachta ar 
an talamh.  
There is a blanket of 
White snow on the 
ground. 
 

22ú 
Éanair 

Tóg amach. Take out. 
Níl aon ____ agam. 
I have no ___. 

Rinne mé dearmad ar mo ______. 
I forgot my _____. 

 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

Many thanks to all those who donated to the Student Council St. Vincent de Paul food 
appeal. A total of 693 items were donated across 20 categories which was a fantastic 
response. George Reynolds from St. Vincent de Paul collected the donations before 
Christmas and they were delivered on your behalf to families around the city. Go raibh 
míle maith agaibh! 
 
On the day of the Christmas Holidays, the Student Council organised an exciting Movies 
& PJ/Christmas jumper day! It was thoroughly enjoyed by all and €175 was raised for 
school funds! Thank you all for your support as always!  
 
 

SHAMROCKS GAA BOYS ACADEMY 

Our fun Academy for boys born 2006-2013 resumes on Friday January 12th in the NMCI 
Ringaskiddy from 6.30pm to 8.30pm and continues each Friday night until April. 
Monkstown NS students welcome to take part. 

 

PASSAGE WEST GAA 

Passage West GAA club would like to wish Ronan Harrington all the very best as he 
begins his college work place training at Scoil Barra Noafa. 


