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A Chairde, 

I hope that those of you who attended last night’s seminar on Internet Safety found 

it an informative and useful one. It was wonderful to see so many parents there, 

recognising the importance of this topic in the world we live in. 

There are only 2 weeks left to our midterm break – time is truly flying past. Almost 

one month of 2018 has flown past already! 

Mise le meas, 
Ciara Ní Bhuaigh & Foireann na Scoile 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Tues 6th February   6th Class Basketball Blitz 

Wed 7th February  4th  & 5th Class – Grandparents’ “Tec” Day 

Thurs 8th February  4th Class – Annual Grandparent’s Day 

Wednesday 14th Feb  No Uniform Day (Ash Wednesday) 

Thurs 15th &  Fri 16th Feb School Closure Mid Term Break 

Tuesday 6th March  7:30pm 2nd Class – First Confession 

Wednesday 7th March  School Closure (Staff Training Day) 

Mon 19th March   School Closure – St Patrick’s Bank Holiday 



Friday 23rd March Close at 12midday for Easter Holidays 

Monday 9th April  Re-Open after Easter Holidays  

Sat 12th May  2nd Class First Communion 

Wed 16th May  Junior Infants VACCINATIONS 

 

ZEEKO INTERNET SAFETY 

Yesterday James from Zeeko visited 2nd – 6th Classes, as well as speaking with 

staff and parents after school. It was a very informative day and we hope that all 

members of the school community have taken away some valuable tools.  

For those parents who were not in a position to attend Jackie and James’ 

presentation last night, and for those looking for a copy of information discussed, 

please find a PDF copy of Zeeko’s Internet Safety Guide at: 

http://zeeko.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Zeeko-Internet-Safety-Guide.pdf 

 

KEY POINTS FROM LAST NIGHT’S SEMINAR: 

• It remains the school’s strong opinion that Primary School children are NOT 

socially mature enough to be active on social media.  

 

• However, the decisions with the regards to rules & boundaries ultimately 

rests with you as parents. 

 

• No matter your parental choice– COMMUNICATION is key. If you chose 

NOT to allow your child on the internet / social media, communicate with 

them about this – discuss your decision, discuss what to do and say if other 

children / parents ask about it; what to do when visiting friends’ houses who 

do have access. Continue to discuss with them appropriate online 

behaviour, appropriate language, digital footprints, stranger danger, the T-

http://zeeko.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Zeeko-Internet-Safety-Guide.pdf


SHIRT RULE; STOP, BLOCK, TELL.  Discuss these even if you limit their 

online activity so that they are prepared for the future. 

 

• If you do chose to allow your children have an online presence, at an 

appropriate age – COMMUNICATION, BOUNDARIES & SUPERVISION 

are key. Shared accounts with a parent, rather than their own account, may 

be an initial option. Ensure accounts are private and settings as private and 

controlled as possible. Discuss appropriate language and behaviour, digital 

footprints, stranger danger – STOP, BLOCK TELL etc. Even if information 

‘disappears’ it never really disappears and the company / app owns their 

images. Monitor their use of devices and number of contacts. VIRTUAL 

FRIENDS should be real life friends also. Discuss games played and 

change settings to maximise security.  

 

• DEVICES at night time: Bedrooms should be a SCREEN FREE zone. 

This is to ensure a proper night’s sleep. Children (& adults) alike should not 

be using devices or looking at screens for at least an hour before bedtime. 

Ensure devices are not brought to bedrooms at night & an added security 

may be to switch off the wifi in the house at night. 

 

• AMOUNT of SCREENTIME: This is a decision for individual families. 

Some families chose not to allow any screen time during the week etc. A 

general guide for 4/5 year old onwards would be for every 5 hours 

‘traditional’ play, 1 hour good quality screen time might be appropriate.  

 

• PHONES / DEVICES: The question was asked at what age should children 

have their own phones? Again this is a parental choice – HOWEVER – 

there is no real reason why a primary school aged child should need their 

OWN mobile phone. If there is an exceptional circumstance, a non-internet 

enabled phone (old school Nokias) would be sufficient.  

• When it comes to devices – shared access to a family iPad or tablet or 

internet enabled device should be sufficient. They should use these 

devices under your supervision. If you chose to allow your children access 

to the internet, you should communicate with them regularly and monitor 

their activity. If the content of what they are accessing or messaging is 



appropriate, then there should be no issue with them remaining in the 

sitting room / kitchen etc. while on their device, rather than needing the 

‘privacy’ of their bedroom to access the internet. 

 

• PARENTAL CHOICES: As a parent, you have the right to set the 

boundaries for your child, and to be confident in your choices and stick with 

them. You cannot change other parents views and opinions, however, you 

can communicate and discuss with other parents the boundaries set for 

your child, especially if they will be supervising them (at a play date / party / 

sleepover etc).  

 

• Remember you can be pro-technology & help your children upskill in areas 

such as typing, educational games, coding etc., while still setting firm 

boundaries with regards to screen time, internet access and social media. 

 

• Now is an excellent time to discuss online activity with your children. 

Pupils from 2nd Class upwards will be full of information following the 

excellent workshops in class on Monday and delighted to discuss it with 

you. We are all working together to ensure the safety of your children 

online and to prevent any social difficulties / cyber bulling etc.  The school 

will continue to support the conversations you have at home with lessons 

on these topics moving forward.  

If you are unsure about any aspect of this, do not hesitate to contact the school 

and we will point you in the direction of where you can find the information. Some 

good starting points are: 

• Webwise.ie 

• Commonsensemedia.org 

 

 

GREEN SCHOOL 

Our Green Schools Committee were delighted to welcome Brigit O’Driscoll last 

week for our Green Schools Renewal meeting. Brigit met with the committee and 



visited some of our classes in order to hear about and see the work we continue to 

do to maintain our 4 green flags for Litter & Waste, Energy, Water and Travel, as 

well as the work we have done towards our 5th Green Flag of biodiversity. She was 

very impressed with our work and it was a very positive meeting. We will be 

applying for our Biodiversity Green Flag in the next few months and hope that it will 

be awarded! Well done to everyone for working so hard, but a special thanks to the 

Green Schools committee and Ms Flannery, Ms Dwyer, Mrs O’Dea and Martin for 

co-ordinating our efforts! 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

Past Pupil and now UCC Medical Student Art Kelleher will visit the school on 

Tuesday 13th February. Art is a member of the UCC Surgeon Noonan Society and 

will this summer be working in a hospitals in Africa, for which he is now fundraising. 

During his visit to the school Art will be involved in a Teddy Bear Hospital with 

Junior Infants to First Class and will speak with other classes about the work of the 

doctor, basic first aid skills, as well as discussing the work he will be undertaking in 

Africa and health issues people face there. We very much look forward to Art’s visit. 

On Wednesday 14th of Feb we will hold a No Uniform Day to raise money for the 

hospital in Africa where Art will be working. Pupils can wear their own clothing 

(please ensure clothing is weather appropriate) and we would suggest a donation 

of €1 or €2 per child for this excellent cause. 

In other Student Council news, the proceeds of the monies raised through 

Christmas Card sales and the Movie Day before Christmas will be spend re-

vamping some of the in-class libraries!  

 

6TH CLASS BASKETBALL BLITZ 

We wish our 6th Class boys and girls teams the best of luck in the Basket Ball Blitz 

which will take place next Tuesday 6th February in Neptune and Parochial Hall. Go 

n-éirí libh! 



GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 

4th Class & Ms. Ní Bhéara will host our annual Grandparents’ Day on Thursday 8th 

of February from 11am approximately. We look forward to welcoming the 

grandparents of 4th Class pupils. Ms. Ní Bhéara will send home further information 

about the day with the pupils. 

5th Class & Mrs O Dea will also host a ‘Grandparents’ Tec’ Day on Wednesday 7th 

of February, where the grandparents of 5th Class will be invited to visit and learn 

about ‘Information Technology’ from the pupils of 5th Class. More information will be 

sent home by Mrs O’Dea. 

We look forward to both of these special occasions! 

 

DIOCESAN ADVISOR 

 

We recently welcomed Mrs Brid O’Callaghan, our Diocesan Advisor to the school. 

Bríd visited each class and was full of praise for each class – so much so that she 

even awarded them a Homework Pass! Maith sibh a pháistí! 

 

HYGIENE & ABSENCE THROUGH ILLNESS 

 
Once again, a reminder that in this flu season, each child should have their own 

‘toilet bag’ with easy access to tissues, handgel and a facecloth sized towel to dry 

their hands. Individual supplies will limit the spread of germs through the general 

towels provided in each class room 

If your child is ill or shows symptoms of the flu, it is advised NOT to send them to 

school. Upon their return to school, a written note MUST be provided to the class 

teacher explaining the absence (1st-6th Class pupils have a section in their 

homework journals for this!). A phone call to the school on the day of absence is 

not necessary. The written note upon return is a compulsory requirement. 



GATES 

 
As many of you will have noticed we have installed handrails along the steps near 

the entrance to further improve safety measures.  

A reminder to all that PARENTS /adults and PUPILS should use the PEDESTRIAN 

(stepped) entrance at all times when entering or exiting the school grounds. The 

carpark gate is for vehicles only, particularly at drop off and collection times when 

there is a lot of traffic and footfall. At home time, please wait for your child(ren) by 

the railings near the smaller flagpoles, rather than by the carpark gate – as staff 

cars will be entering and exiting using this gate – and we need to limit the number 

of pedestrians at these times to the bare minimum. Understandably those with 

buggies etc will need to enter via the carpark gates, but EXTREME caution should 

be taken when doing so. Many thanks for your co-operation with this. 

 

TEXACO CHILDREN’S ART COMPETITION 2018 

 
All details for this year’s Texaco Children’s Art Competition are available on 

texacochildrensart.com.  Entries to Ms Ní Bhéara by Tuesday February 13th.  

Alternatively you can post your own entry to be received before February 28th 

(address on the website). 

FRÁSAÍ NA SEACHTAINE 

 

 Gach Rang Na méan 
ranganna 

Na hArdranganna 

29ú 

Éanair 

Tá sé ag cur báistí. Tá sé ag 

stealladh báistí. 

Tá mé fliuch go 

craiceann. 

5ú 

Feabhra 

An bhfuil ocras ort? 

An bhfuil tart ort? 

Tá ocras orm. 

Tá tart orm. 

Tá ocras an 

domhain orm. 

Táim ag titim 

leis an ocras. 

Tá mé lag leis an 

ocras. 



VOUCHER FOUND 

 

A Gift Voucher has been handed into the school office 

which was found, near the school grounds.  Please 

contact school office to claim same 021-4842159. 

 

SHAMROCKS 

 

Shamrocks Boys Juvenile 
Our fun boys academy continues indoors at the NMCI, Ringaskiddy on Friday 

nights for the winter months.  Under 5s to under 8s : 6.30pm to 7.30pm.  Under 9s, 

11s: 7.30pm to 8.30pm.  All Monkstown NS welcome.  Our schools coach Anthony 

Shannon continues his coaching in the school this Friday.  


