
 

SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 

Newsletter 

13th February 2018  

A Chairde, 

Happy Pancake Tuesday! Happy St. Valentine’s Day! And Happy Midterm break! So 
much to celebrate this week! A reminder that we will be closed this Thursday 15th and 
Friday 16th for our midterm break. I hope you all enjoy the opportunity to relax over the 
long weekend and will see you back here on Monday 19th for the remaining half of the 
term! Bainigí taitneamh as na Pancóga!  

Mise le meas, 

Ciara Ní Bhuaigh agus Foireann na Scoile 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

Thurs 15th & Fri 16th   School Closure Midterm Break 

Wed 21st Feb   6th Class Concern Debate 

Mon 26th – Fri 2nd March  Friendship Week 

Tues 6th March   7:30pm 2nd Class First Confession  

Wed 7th March   School Closure (Staff Training) 

12th – 23rd March  Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Mon 19th March   School Closure (in lieu of St. Patrick’s Day) 

Fri 23rd March   12midday School Closure for Easter Holidays 

Mon 9th April    8:50am Re-opening after East Holidays 



PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS (January) 

Well done to the recipients of January’s Principal’s Awards : 

• Ella Fitzgerald (1st) for her constant hard work in class, always being helpful to 
her teacher and having a smile for everyone  

• Freya O’ Connor (1st) for trying so hard in class, always listening to her teacher 
and her kind and caring nature. 

•  Noah Joyce (2nd) for a huge improvement in class, super concentration and 
always finishing his work 

• Sophia White (2nd) for working really well in class, for her beautiful handwriting 
and for presenting her work so well. 

• Ciara James (3rd) for her consistent diligence and hardworking nature, her 
beautiful joined writing and for being an all-round brilliant student 

• Christopher Lennon (3rd) for being well behaved and sensible, for always giving 
100% and fantastic progress in joined writing. 

• Lauren Coughlan (4th) for always trying her best, for diligence in her work and 
her excellent art  

• Ava Walsh (4th) for excellent application in class, for beautiful handwriting, lovely 
manners and great independence. 

• Caoimhe O’ Brien (5th) for trying very hard and showing improved motivation 
and increased independence, kindness to others and for very good work in Art 
and Music  

• Óisín Fitzgerald (5th) for pushing himself in all subjects ach go háirithe ag 
déanamh níos mó iarracht so Ghaeilge and for his great knowledge, enthusiasm 
and interest in SESE and Music. 

• Lily Horgan (Rang 6) ar a cuid freagrachta agus a cuid oibre crua i Maitamaitic 
agus réiteach fadhbanna  

• Jack Campbell (Rang 6) ar a chuid díograis, iarracht agus iompar den scoth. 

Maith sibh go léir! 



ASH WEDNESDAY MASS 

As well as being St. Valentine’s Day tomorrow is also the beginning of Lent – Ash 
Wednesday. Classes from 1st to 6th will be attending Mass at 9am. It will be an informal 
occasion but all are welcome to join us. 
 
 

BASKETBALL BLITZ 6TH CLASS 

Sixth Class had a great day last Tuesday in Neptune. The girls made it through to the 
quarter finals and the boys made it through to the final. Playing brilliantly they were 
narrowly beaten by Blarney Street in the final moments by two points! The children were 
a credit to their school with their tremendous effort and excellent behaviour. We are so 
proud of them. Maith sibh go léir.  A huge thank you to Mr. Marshall who has been their 
coach during the past few years. 
 
 

DEBATING  

We want to wish Sixth Class pupils, Ryan Nolan, Annamarie Harley and Cathal McCarthy 
the best of luck on Wednesday 21st next, when they compete in the quarter final of the 
Concern Junior Debating competition. Go n-eírí libh! 
 
 

CORK CITY SPORTS 

The draw for the Cork City Sports takes place in March. The eldest children in First, 
Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth classes have all been given tickets to sell. It is 
important to support this draw so that we can send competitors to the Sports in June. 
Tickets (sold or unsold) must be returned to your child’s class teacher before Wednesday 
week, 21st February. Go raibh maith agaibh. 
 
 

"WRITERS IN SCHOOL"  - 5TH AND 6TH  

We are delighted to welcome Paul Casey, writer,  to Scoil Barra Naofa on Wednesday 
14th Feb. He will be doing workshops with 5th Class and 6th class on short story writing. 
This project is part funded by Poetry Ireland.  
 
 



GRANDPARENTS’ TECH DAY 

Fifth Class were delighted to host Scoil Barra Naofa’s very own ‘Grandparents’ Tech Day’ 
last Wednesday.  It was such an enjoyable and special day for all. They taught their 
Grandparents more about technology and how they could use it more. Firstly, they 
brainstormed with their Grandparents and planned what they would cover. The 
Grandparents decided what they wanted to learn and the children  decided what they 
wanted to teach them. The computer room was a very busy and productive place as they 
taught them how to use their mobile phones, computers and iPads with more confidence. 
They didn’t give their Grandparents any test afterwards but they were very satisfied with 
their happy faces and of course, they got to spend time with them!  
 
A big thank you to all the wonderful Grandparents for joining Fifth Class today and making 
it such a memorable day. Our thanks to Mrs. O’ Dea for organising the event! 
 
 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 

Grandparents Day for grandparents of Fourth Class was celebrated last Thursday. A 
Prayer Service, led by Father Con was followed by a concert. Many grandparents 
enjoyed singing along to ‘When I’m 64’! The children gave their grandparents a tour of 
the school and showed them the wonderful projects they had done about their 
grandparents. The very enjoyable morning finished off with a cup of tea provided by 
Fourth Class parents and cakes made by the children. A big thank you to all who made 
Grandparents Day 2018 a great success. Special thanks to Ms. Ní Bhéara for all her 
hard work! Maith sibh go léir! 
 
 

LIEBHERR – VISIT OF ENGINEER 

We were delighted to welcome Mr Alex Willms from Liebherr to the school on Friday 
2nd February. Alex spoke to the entire school at assembly about the work that Liebherr 
do across the harbour at the cranes. After assembly he spoke with 5th Class in more 
detail about the work of an engineer. Alissa and Edith presented Alex with a photograph 
of the cranes taken from Monkstown by Alan Fleury to thank him for visiting us and 
giving of his time. Míle Buíochas, Alan agus Alex! 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT COUNCIL 

Today we look forward to welcoming a past pupil of the school, Art Kelleher, who is now 
studying medicine and is a member of the Surgeon Noonan Society. As part of his 
medical studies  he has volunteered to go to work in a hospital in Africa for the summer. 
Art will visit all classes today and deliver interesting and exciting health promotion 
lessons. From Junior Infants to First Class he will hold a Teddy Bear Hospital so all pupils 
need to bring a teddy on that day. in Second Class he will talk and demonstrate the work 
of the doctor. Third and Fourth Classes will receive a First Aid demonstration and Fifth 
and Sixth Class will learn all about the work he will do in Africa and health issues in both 
Africa and Ireland. These lessons will be interesting and informative. Art's trip has to be 
self-financed but the charity does require Art to fundraise for the hospital in Africa 
Wednesday.  
 
Tomorrow, February 14th will be a No Uniform Day at school. Students are asked 
to bring €1 to support this very worthy cause! 
 
 

GREEN SCHOOLS NEWS 

Congratulations to the winners of January’s Golden Lightbulb – 4th Class and the Golden 
Boot winners – Senior Infants.  
 
Our WOW walk on Wednesdays continues and please continue your efforts with your 
waste free Wednesday. 
 
For your own information, in school and at home, there are new guidelines as to what 
products can be recycled and not. RIGID plastics only are now accepted (no Clingfilm or 
soft wrapping plastics). Familiarise yourself with the new guidelines for home and school, 
here: http://recyclinglistireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/the-new-recycling-list.pdf   

 

INTERNET 

Unfortunately we are continuing to have issues with our internet service. We are 
continuing to liaise with the Schools Broadband Desk to resolve the issue as quickly as 
possible. If you have a time sensitive message for the office or a teacher, please 
contact the office by phone on 021-4842159, as an email may not been seen as 
frequently as they usually are. Thank you for your understanding and patience. 

 

http://recyclinglistireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/the-new-recycling-list.pdf


CLASS EXPENSES 

Class Expenses envelopes will be distributed today and should be with the eldest child 
in your family. Thank you all for your support in paying these expenses – covering the 
costs of your child’s additional sporting activities, Pupil Personal Accident Insurance and 
other activities and resources they have enjoyed and received.  
 
For those of you with online banking, the safest and quickest way to make payments is 
through Electronic Bank Transfer. It reduces the bank charges for both yourself and the 
school, as well as being the most direct method (ensuring envelopes aren’t left at the 
bottom of school bags etc!) Please ensure that if you make your payment by EBT that 
you put your Child’s Name & Class Expenses in the narrative box. Once you have set the 
school up on your banking system you will be able to make future payments (school tours 
etc.) in this way.  
 
We are very much indebted to those families who also choose to support the school by 
making a voluntary contribution. Míle Buíochas ó chroí. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

• A big thank you to everyone who supported our Clothing Recycling event last 
term. We can confirm that €220 was raised through this event! Míle Buíochas. 

• We were also delighted to recently receive a €1,000 bursary from Pfzier 
Pharmaceuticals, as part of Fundraising drive last year. Míle Buíochas! 

 
Many thanks also to the parents who put the school in contact with the right people in 
order to pursue this and other grants! If any member of the school community has any 
contacts or links within the corporate world, or hears of any grants that might be 
available to schools, please do let us know, so we can investigate further! Míle 
Buíochas! 
 
 

CRAFT CLUB 

Craft Club will be continuing after midterm break for 4 weeks after school on 
Wednesdays. (No craft club on Wed 7th March, due to school closure). It is open to 
pupils from 2nd Class to 6th Class, at a cost of €25 for the 4 classes. Beginners are 
welcome and forms are available in the office. All funds raised go towards school 
fundraising! 



AISTEAR: SENIOR INFANTS 

For the past two weeks Senior Infants have been working on the Doctor’s Surgery and 
The Hospital in Aistear. They have had great fun learning about the job of the doctor, 
nurse and the receptionist, and learning about the different instruments the doctor uses. 
They have made doctor’s bags, doctor’s instruments using márla and get well cards. 
They have constructed a hospital and learned about all their body parts. Maith sibh! 

 

FRÁSAÍ NA SEACHTAINE 

Seo leanas frásaí na coicíse seo! 
 

Gach rang Méanranganna Na hArdranganna 

12ú 
Feabhra 

Cé leis é seo? 
Who owns this. 
Is liomsa é. I own it. 
Ní liomsa é. I do not 
own it. 

Is le ____ é. 
___ owns it. 
An bhfuil a fhios agat. 
Do you know? 
Níl a fhios agam. I do 
not know 

Níl clú ar bith agam.  
I haven’t a clue! 
 

19ú 
Feabhra 

Breithlá Sona duit! 
Happy Birthday. 
Inniu mo bhreithá. 
Today is my birthday. 
Cén aois thú? How 
old are you? 
Tá mé ___ d’aois. 
I am ___ old. 

Tá sceitimíní áthais 
orm. I am excited. 
Fuair mé bronntanas. 
I got a present. 

An mbeidh cóisir / féasta 
agat? Will you have a 
party? 
Beidh / Ní Bheidh. I will / I 
will not. 

 
 

SHAMROCKS GAA BOYS ACADEMY 

Our Fun boys Academy continues indoors to the NMCI Ringaskiddy on Friday nights for 
February and March. All Monkstown NS students welcome.  

• U5 to u8 - 6.30 pm to 7.30pm 

• U9 to u11 - 7.30pm to 8.30pm 

Our schools coach Anthony Shannon continues his coaching with the school classes 
each Friday.  



PASSAGE WEST GAA 

Rebel Club Camps are back and are hosting an EASTER camp in Passage West GAA 
club from the 3rd to the 6th of April for ALL Boys and Girls 5-14 years of age. 
 
The camp will include top coaching from Cork Hurling stars Mark Coleman, Darragh 
Fitzgibbon, Shane Kingston, and Robbie O' Flynn for the entire week. Players will get the 
opportunity to enhance their skills and have fun throughout the whole week, also there 
will be an Easter Egg hunt at the end of the week and various spot prizes handed out on 
the final day of the camp. 
 
The cost of the Camp is 50 euro per child and each child will need to bring a packed lunch 
each day, along with the appropriate gear (Hurley, helmet, boots, runners, rain gear, 
gumshield). 
 
Spots are filling quickly for the camps so we urge you to text Robbie at 0861551045 or 
0860524965 to confirm a place in the camp 


