
SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 

Newsletter 

27th February 2018  

A Chairde, 

Tá sé nimhneach fuar!!! It most certainly does not feel like Spring this week, as we 
prepare for the “Beast from the East”. Please read the contents of this newsletter 
carefully, as it will outline some information about potential closures & other weather 
related factors. Stay warm out there! Please also note that an additional school closure 
has been added to our school calendar – the school will be closed for pupils on Friday 
13th April 2018 for staff training. 

Mise le meas, 

Ciara Ní Bhuaigh agus Foireann na Scoile 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

Mon 26th – Fri 2nd March  Friendship Week 

Tues 6th March   7:30pm 2nd Class First Confession  

Wed 7th March   School Closure (Staff Training) 

12th – 23rd March  Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Mon 19th March   School Closure (in lieu of St. Patrick’s Day) 

Fri 23rd March   12midday School Closure for Easter Holidays 

Mon 9th April    8:50am Re-opening after East Holidays 

Friday 13th April   School Closure – Staff Training 



EXTREME COLD WEATHER 

As we are all no doubt aware the weather forecast for the week is for extremely low 
temperatures. School Management will be monitoring the forecast carefully and 
following the advice of the DES, Met Eireann and The National Emergency 
Coordination Group, with regards to any potential school closure. It is too early to make 
any firm decisions at this stage of the week. 
 
Keeping the school open will be a priority and closing the school would only be 
considered by the Board of Management in extreme circumstances, where we deem it 
unsafe to open, or if advised to do so by one of the above bodies. 
 
As with Storm Ophelia last October, if a decision is ever taken to close the school, 
we will communicate this to parents via text message at the earliest opportunity. 
It will also be announced on the school website and through social media. 
 
In the event of road conditions deteriorating due to the cold weather, every effort will be 
made to open the school building at the usual time of 8:30am. Unless you receive a text 
from the school, you can assume that the school is open at the usual time. (This is 
dependent on roads being safe for staff to travel to open the school). Again any change 
in opening time will be communicated to you as early as possible on any given day. 
  
On any morning where the weather/road conditions are particularly poor, we will text 
parents early informing you that, bringing children to the school later (up to 11:00am) 
would be a safer option to allow time for a thaw on roads and the school grounds and to 
reduce the risk of accidents in the vicinity of the school between 8:30am – 9:00am. 
 
However, even if the school is open - please make your own judgement, based on 
your own situation, and do not travel until you feel it is safe to do so. 
 
The website www.winterready.ie is a useful website to help households prepare for the 
cold weather! Coiméad Te & slán! Stay warm & safe! 
 

DEBATING  

Well done to Sixth Class debaters, Ryan Nolan, Annamarie Harley and Cathal 
McCarthy who came through the quarter final of the Concern Debating Competition in 
Douglas last week with terrific individual performances and great team work. We are so 
proud of you! Comhghairdeas! 
 

http://www.winterready.ie/


CHILD SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT 

SBN's Child Safeguarding Statement, as ratified at the Board of Management meeting 
on 19/02/2018, can be viewed on our school website: www.scoilbarranaofa.ie/child-
protection-policy-2/ . A Child Safeguarding statement is required by all schools following 
the Department of Education & Skills Procedures for Schools 2017; the Children First 
Guidelines (Dept. of Children & Youth Affairs) 2017 and the Children First Act 2015. 
 
This statement replaces our Child Protection Policy and will be reviewed annually. It is 
on display in every room in the school and is also available on our website. Do not 
hesitate to contact me should you have any concerns or questions. 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

A most sincere thank you to everyone for their generous donations to Dr Art's fund for 
African Healthcare. Thanks to your generosity we raised €403, a phenomenal sum. 
Thank you too to Dr Art Kelleher for his extremely enjoyable and educational lessons. 
We wish him all the best for his rotation in Africa and for his further studies.  
 
SBN's Got Talent is fast approaching. Yes it's that time of year again. In class auditions 
will be held in all classes from 2nd to 6th during the week beginning March 5th. Each 
class may send forward two acts. From Monday 12th of March acts will be allowed to 
practice in the halla from 1:00 to 1:15. The final will be held on Friday March 23rd the 
day of the Easter Holidays and the winner will be announced then too. We want to wish 
all children contemplating trying out the very best of luck. 
 

HEALTH PROMOTING SCHOOL 

Friendship Week: This week (26th February) will be Friendship Week here in the 
school. We are looking forward to lots of activities which will celebrate and promote 
positive friendships in school and in life.  

 

http://www.scoilbarranaofa.ie/child-protection-policy-2/
http://www.scoilbarranaofa.ie/child-protection-policy-2/


GREEN SCHOOLS NEWS 

For your own information, in school and at home, there are new guidelines as to what 
products can be recycled and not. RIGID plastics only are now accepted (no Clingfilm 
or soft wrapping plastics). Familiarise yourself with the new guidelines for home and 
school, here: http://recyclinglistireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/the-new-
recycling-list.pdf   

 

GARDEN “WORKING BEE” March 11th 11am – 2pm  

BRING WHEELBARROWS, SHOVELS AND RAKES! WE NEED YOUR HELP!  

 Plantiing - 3 x bare rooted trees; 4x Fruit trees; 0 x hedging plants  

 TOP SOIL - 3 TON of it needs barrowing and spreading!! (Who needs cross fit 
anyway?!)  

 Spread 20kgs of grass seed.  

 PAINTING Small alcove at pedestrian entrance.  

 Planters & hanging baskets - Painting, filling with soil and planting out. 

Please see the poster attached to email for more information! 

 

"WRITERS IN SCHOOL"  - 5TH AND 6TH  

Fifth and Sixth Classes had a Creative Writing workshop last Wednesday with Paul 
Casey from ‘The Writers in School’ programme. They discussed what makes a good 
short story, story starters, character profiles and ending types. They brain stormed 
ideas, did a mind map and began the first draft of a story. It was a very informative 
session and much enjoyed by the children. Go raibh maith agat, Paul! 
 

INTERNET 

While we are still experiences issues with our internet, our provider has begun work on 
a solution which should see us problem free in a number of weeks! Fingers crossed! 
Thank you to everyone for their patience!  
 

http://recyclinglistireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/the-new-recycling-list.pdf
http://recyclinglistireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/the-new-recycling-list.pdf


ABSENCES 

We are all aware that we are in the midst of a particularly bad flu season and with the 
cold snap coming up – no doubt there will be more absences through illness. As 
outlined in a recent newsletter, it is not necessary to phone the school when your child 
is absent. It is very important that you send in a WRITTEN note of explanation (in the 
homework journal or other) to the class teacher on your child’s return. This WRITTEN 
note is an essential part of the record process.  

Our ‘rolla’ system is now computerised (as is the case for the majority of schools 
nationwide) and we are required by the DES to log the absence reason provided under 
one of the categories provided (E.g. Illness etc.) An absence, where a note is not 
provided, is entered as UNEXPLAINED. The school is legally required to report all 
absences of over 20days in the school year to TULSA. The reasons for absences 
provided to the school are reported also – so in the case of genuine and explained 
absences through illness etc it is unlikely that the Education Welfare Officer 
would contact you.  

As our roll books are now a computerised system, a text message is automatically 
generated to parents, when your child has accumulated 15days of absences. While this 
is done automatically by the data / online roll system, it can be a useful point of 
information to parents, who may not realise the number of days accumulated. Another 
text is automatically generated when a child reaches 20 days absences within a school 
year. Please do not be alarmed if you receive a text – it is automatic and its 
purpose is simply to make you aware of the total number of days accumulated 
thus far. 
 

 

RSE & STAY SAFE 

RSE (Relationships & Sexuality Education) lessons and the Stay Safe Programme are 
mandatory elements of our SPHE Curriculum. These lessons will be taught in March & 
April this year. Each family should have received an email last week outlining the 
sensitive topics that will be taught at your child(ren)'s class level. You will also be 
provided with a link, should you wish to view the lessons & content in advance.  
Again, if you did not receive the email, or if you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or your child(ren)'s class teacher. 
 
 
 



CLASS EXPENSES 

Many thanks to those families who have been so prompt in making Class Expenses 
payments. It is very much appreciated. We have also noted an increase in families 
making payments via Electonic Bank Transfers (our bank details can be found on the 
statement you received in the envelope) – we very much appreciate this also. You 
should also have received an receipt electronically via email (if you have not, please 
double check in the office. It may be a technical issue due to our internet issues.) 
 
We are very much indebted to those families who also choose to support the school by 
making a voluntary contribution. Míle Buíochas ó chroí. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

We are thrilled that almost one year launching our fundraising drive to raise funds for 
the ‘School Development Fund / Painting Fund’. we are over 1/3 of the way towards our 
target – we have raised approx. €10,800 of our €30,000 target! More details are on our 
website fundraising page: http://www.scoilbarranaofa.ie/category/fundraising/ . Thank 
you all for your support! Míle Buíochas! 
 
These are the categories, specificially for the School Development Fund. 
• Private Donations €3995 
• Clothing Collection €501 
• Red Day €318 
• School Perfomance (Choir etc.) €1,100 
• Tax Back on Charitable Donations €1933 
• Corporate Donations €1750 
• Table Quiz Fundraiser €1,270 
 
There has of course been many other fundraising activities, organised by the Parents’ 
Association, the Students’ Council etc., Knitting classes etc. and the proceeds from 
these have gone directly back to initiatives in the school, or to charities. 
 

GATES 

A gentle reminder to all parents, childminders etc. that the main gate is for vehicular 
access (and those with buggies etc.). ALL PEDESTRIANS should use the small side 
pedestrian gate – especially in the mornings and at collection times to avoid accidents. 
 

http://www.scoilbarranaofa.ie/category/fundraising/


FRÁSAÍ NA SEACHTAINE 

Seo leanas frásaí na coicíse seo! 

 Gach rang Méanranganna Na hArdranganna 

26ú 
Feabhra 

An maith leat ___? 
Do you like ___? 
Is / Ní maith liom __. 
I do / do not like ___. 

Is breá liom ___. 
I love ___. 
Is fuath liom ___. 
I hate ____. 

Is fearr liom ___ ná ___. 
I prefer ____ to ____. 
Is aoibhinn liom ___. 
I adore ____. 

 

 

CARETAKER  

CARETAKER (Part-time) required for Scoil Barra Naofa, Monkstown N.S.  
 

Approx 10hrs p.w. in afternoon. 
Start date: Early May 2018. 

 
Appointment pending essential Garda Vetting. Experience & referees required. 

Relevant additional skills will be advantageous. 
 

Applications FAO: Principal, Scoil Barra Naofa, Monkstown, before 5pm Tuesday 
March 6th 2018. 

 
Enquiries to 021-4842159. 

 

 

SHAMROCKS GAA BOYS ACADEMY 

Our Fun boys Academy continues indoors to the NMCI Ringaskiddy on Friday nights for 
February and March. All Monkstown NS students welcome.  

 U5 to u8 - 6.30 pm to 7.30pm 

 U9 to u11 - 7.30pm to 8.30pm 

Our schools coach Anthony Shannon continues his coaching with the school classes 
each Friday.  

 



PASSAGE WEST GAA 

 


