
Parents Association AGM - 7th October 2014 

1:0  MEETING AGENDA 
 The Chairperson of the P.A. thanked all attendees, introduced all speakers and then 

outlined the meeting agenda.  

� Principal’s address/ BOM address 
� Questions from the floor 
� Reading of minutes of  previous AGM 
� P.A. Financial report 
� P.A. Chairperson’s address 
� Election of members for the new P.A. 
� AOB & Meeting Conclusion 

  2.0  PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS / BOM ADDRESS 
 The Principals address and BOM address were a combined address presented by Ms 

Ciara Bowe (Principal) as Mr. Don McAleese (Chairperson of the BOM) was unavailable 
on the night of the meeting. 

Ms Bowe thanked all attendees. She thanked the Parents Association for the opportunity 
to address the meeting. She spoke about the warm welcome and encouragement she had 
received since taking on her new role and that she was honoured to lead the staff and 
pupils of the school. She spoke of the schools excellent reputation and how all the children 
were polite and friendly and that these were traits that the school wished to build upon 
going forward. She then thanked the members of the P.A. for their great work and 
commitment to the school and stated that she was looking forward to working with them on 
future initiatives. She encouraged new parents and meeting attendees to become involved 
in the P.A. as you get a lot of enjoyment out of the experience. 

Ms Bowe singled out the following for special mention: 

Healthy Eating Week 

This took place recently with lots of activities throughout the week and the P.A. were 
involved with a fruit & veg. tasting morning. 

Jerseys for Girls Football Team 

Ms Bowe thanked the Parents Association for their contribution to the girls sports team 
and acknowledged that without their contribution the school wouldn’t have been able to 
afford these. 

 Sponsored Walk   

Ms Bowe explained that this was primarily a fundraiser for the school and was linked to the 
Green Flag for Travel. 

Self Evaluation 

The school in line with the Dept of Education was conducting a self evaluation in the area 
of Gaeilge. 

Station Teaching 

Continues to be used up to 2nd Class and is an excellent programme for improving literacy 



in Reading and Maths. 

Book Rental  

This committee continues to provide a great service to parents in providing books, saving 
parents money and time. Ms Bowe acknowledged the hard work which is done every year 
by the Book Rental Committee. 

Principal Awards 

Ms Bowe said she would be continuing with this programme going forward. 

School Garden 

This has been identified as an area where the school needs parental help. The school are 
looking for parents who have gardening experience to co-ordinate an action day to clean 
up the garden and freshen up the outside space. Any interested parents should contact 
Principal directly. 

Ms Bowe stated that she faced a number of challenges in her new role including trying to 
get to know the pupils and staff, history of the school and the existing programmes that 
were in place. She felt that what she brought to the role was a fresh perspective however 
we could assume that no changes would be made unless fully thought through. She was 
fully aware of how important parents are as primary educators. The aim of the school and 
the staff was that they would work together with parents to ensure that every child reached 
their full potential. She hopes to establish open, honest, regular communication between 
home and school however the best way to achieve this was through appointments. Ms 
Bowe acknowledged the help parents give through the voluntary contribution and class 
expenses. 

  3.0   QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 Questions from the floor were invited:No questions were raised at this point. Later in the 

meeting there was a question raised about the focus on Irish and how this would change 
under the new Principal. Ms Bowe was clear that the self evaluation process which the 
school was currently undertaking would identify where the school needed to make more 
progress. Children and their parents would be asked for their thoughts on the teaching of 
Irish in the school. It is clear school needed to change its mindset around Irish. There was 
a need to increase the use of oral Irish. Ms Bowe’s feeling is that there should not be an 
overemphasis in primary school on grammar but rather the focus should be on 
encouraging the children to embrace and grow the love they have for the language in 
junior classes as they progress through the school. 

   
  4:0  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM 
 The minutes of the previous years AGM as held on the 1st October 2013 and were read by 

the P.A. Secretary Joanne Power. 
   
5.0  P.A. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 Susan Coakley, the  P.A. Treasurer  (2013 – 2014) detailed  that  the  opening  balance at 

September 2013 was  €2,287.16 and that closing balance September 2014 was  €2,798 
(bank €2,221.21, cash €576.79). 

Susan detailed that the P.A. income for the year was received from the proceeds of the 
Halloween Disco and from the Santa Sunday event.  The main costs were Communion 
reception, Healthy Eating Week, Family Sports night and the 6th Class Graduation. 

The P.A. funded the team jerseys for the girls out of funds raised throughout the year. 
   



6.0  P.A. CHAIRPERSON ADDRESS: 
 Margaret Quane addressed the meeting and thanked all attendees. 

She  thanked  the  members  of  the  outgoing  association  for  their  help  during  the 
previous year. 

Margaret outlined that the P.A.’s primary role was as an event organiser.  She stressed it 
was not a fund raising committee but that each event funds the next one! The Parents 
Association also has a role to review policies which are being updated in the school like 
the job share scheme and career break scheme last year. They were also asked for their 
opinion on new Principal and what parents felt were important characteristics for the new 
Principal to have. 

  She outlined the event calendar;  

September  

Arrange a get together for parents and children from the Jnr. Infants at Kool Kids Korner. 

Healthy Eating week 

October 

Halloween Disco 

December 

Santa Sunday 

March 

Fundraiser – Money Trail last year 

May 

Holy Communion reception 

Active Week – P.A. organise an obstacle course 

June 

Family Sports Night 

6th Class Graduation Evening 

Margaret stated that 5 people were leaving this year, having completed their 4 years and 
she thanked them for their contribution. Jane Pritchard, Kathryn Jones, Sheila Kennifick, 
Susan Coakley and Margaret O’Connell. 

Margaret said she was stepping down as Chair however she would be remaining on the 
Parents Association. She thanked all members for their help during her tenure. 

  7.0  ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF P.A. 2014/2015 
 All members of the P.A. 2013/2014 stepped down and then the new P.A. was elected. 

Members of the new Parents Association (2014/2015) 



Member 

Margaret Quane 

Sinead Coughlan 

Valeria Mulcahy 

Elaine McSweeney 

Gail Sheil 

Sonia Joyce 

Hilda O’Flynn 

Tina Geraghty 

Carla James 

Marlynn Headworth 

Conor Crowley 

Sandra McDonnell 

Fiona Browne 

Emma Murphy 

Christina Higgins 

Joanne Spriggs 

Debbie Terry 

Jill Lyons 

Aoife McCarthy 

Deirdre O’Brien 

Norman White 

Mairead Ryan 

Clair Curtin 

Joanne Power 

Frankie  Meagher 

Sonia Joyce was duly elected as the new Chairperson and thanked the 



outgoing   Chairperson (Margaret Quane). Norman White was elected as Vice 
Chairperson. 

Valerie Mulcahy was elected as Treasurer, Christina Higgins as Vice Treasurer. 

Note: Mr Niall McGuire and Mrs. Norma Hahnel remain on the BOM as Parents 
representatives. 

  8.0  MEETING CONCLUSION 
 No further issues were raised so the meeting was adjourned. The members of the new 

P.A. remained in the Hall for their first meeting and for the election of the new committee. It 
was decided that next meeting would take place on Monday, 10th November at 7.30pm 

 


