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A Chairde 
 
Happy New Year to you all!  
 
Welcome back to all of our pupils and their families!   I hope you all enjoyed a well-
earned rest over the festive season, and have loads of energy built up, as with 
Confirmation, gymnastics, basketball, hockey, skipping, Assessment Tests, Seachtain 
na Gaeilge, more WOW days, (just to name a few!), this term of 2015 is shaping up to 
be another busy and exciting one! 
 
Athbhliain faoi shéan is faoi mhaise dhaoibh go léir! 
 
Ciara Ní Bhuaigh & Foireann na Scoile 
 
 
PRIMARY ONLINE DATABASE (POD) 

Each family will receive an envelope today re the above.  Please read carefully, fill in 
and return to school office by Friday 16th January, 2015.   

You will also find in this envelope your family’s class expenses statement. 

NEW SIGN-OUT PROCEDURE 

There will be a small change to the sign out procedure, should you need to take your 
child from the school before the end of the school day.  In addition to receiving a ‘slip’ 



from the office to present to the class teacher, the adult collecting the pupil will 
needed to sign them out in the ‘sign out folder’ in the office.  Thank you for your co-
operation with this! 

PRINCIPAL AWARDS 

Well done to the recipients of last month’s Principal Awards.  Congratulations to 
Cathal Lee (First Class) for excellent effort in class and in the yard, Sarah Finnegan 
and Killian Peterson (Second Class) for excellent behaviour, effort in school and hard 
work in Gaeilge, Nicky Lyons (Third Class) for sport and 100% effort, Faye Heffernan 
(Third Class) for 100% effort, Aoibhinn Fitzgerald and Shauna Kelly (Fourth Class) for 
effort and enthusiasm every day at school, Lauren Bradley (Fifth Class) for being 
extremely helpful, kind and enthusiastic, Hope Fielding (Fifth Class) for a contagious 
and positive contribution to the class, Doireann Kelly (Sixth Class) for hard work, 
enthusiasm and excellent results in Gaeilge and Matthew Moynihan (Sixth Class) for 
excellent improvement all round. 
 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PRESENTATION  
 

We welcomed George Reynolds from St. Vincent de Paul to the school for our end of 
term assembly.  The Student Council proudly presented him with a cheque for 
€479.50, the proceeds of our Christmas Cards, reindeer food sales, cake raffle and 
sweet competition.  They also presented him with the cans from the ‘Can Can’ Appeal 
– a grand total of 198 cans!  The Student Council wish to thank you all for your 
support.  Go raibh maith agaibh ! 

PHONE AND BATTERY RAFFLE 
 

Well done to all those children who brought in phones and batteries last term.  The 
battery collection supports the Laura Lynn Hospice and the phones help the Jack and 
Jill Foundation.  Congratulations to Roxy Parkes and Lucy Bateman who won the 
prizes in our Christmas Raffle.  Keep up the good work! 
 
GOLDEN BOOT AWARD  
 

Well done to Fourth Class who won the Golden Boot Award for the second time in 
December with a fantastic 75% of children in the class walking or parking and striding 
to school.  Maith sibh!  If you drive your children to school, do consider the park and 



stride option if at all possible.  Walking some of the journey to school has huge 
benefits.  
 
TOP TIP  
 

Combine exercise with other activities, such as watching TV. If you buy exercise 
equipment, it's a one-time expense and other family members can use it. It's easy to 
have short bouts of activity several times a day. 
 
WASTE FREE LUNCHES  
 

Some classes did very well during the past term with waste free lunches.  However, 
there’s still plenty of room for improvement.  A waste free lunch consists of reusable 
food containers and drink containers.  We discourage the use of disposable 
packaging, such as prepackaged foods, plastic bags, juice boxes, pouches and tin 
foil.  One child’s disposable lunch generates an average of 30 kg of waste each 
school year.  Let’s make an effort this term to make Wednesdays waste free! 
 
WOW  
 

Our WOW days began again on Wednesday last.  It was great to see so many on a 
bad morning.  If you haven’t joined us yet how about making it your New Year’s 
resolution??  Get the year off to an active, healthy start. Join us in the playground 
carpark from 8.30a.m. onwards and walk with us at 8.40a.m.  Chat to your friends and 
get some exercise at the same time.  Parents are more than welcome to come along. 
 
HOCKEY 
 

A module of hockey training for Sixth Class began yesterday with Anne Marie Kane 
from U.C.C.  We are delighted that Anne Marie is giving of her time so generously to 
the school and so pleased that Paudie Hartnett has again invited the class to U.C.C. 
for a tour of the campus later in the term.  Go raibh maith agaibh! 
 
COMHGHAIRDEAS  
 

Congratulations to Ms. Dwyer on her recent marriage.  We wish her a lifetime of joy, 
happiness and treasured memories! 



LITERACY LIFTOFF  
 

Good luck to First Class and Second Class who began a five week Literacy Liftoff 
Programme yesterday.  We look forward to very successful reading and writing 
sessions during the coming weeks ! 
 
GYMNASTICS 
 

On Wednesday last Junior Infants, Senior Infants, First and Second Classes began a 
module of Gymnastics with Daniel Galvin and Colm O’Toole from Carrigaline.  We 
wish them every success with their coaching and look forward to their end of term 
display. 
 
ROCK NATIVITY DVD 

 
DVD's of our Christmas Show ‘SBN’s Rock Nativity’ are now available to order at 10 
euro per DVD.  Please send the money in an envelope to your child's Class Teacher, 
clearly marked with your child's name, class and number of DVD's required.  Last day 
for receipt of orders is Tuesday Jan 20th. 
 
GREEN COMMITTEE COMMENDATION 
 

Well done to our Green Committee who have been chosen as the model water school 
in Cork and have been asked to present their work to the schools in Cork that are 
beginning to work on their water flag.  Comhghairdeas! 
 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
 

SHAMROCKS BOYS ACADEMY 
 
Shamrocks boys Academy starts up again on Monday January 12th and Monday 
January 19th in the NMCI in Ringaskiddy.  No Academy on Fri January 23rd due to 
our Underage Social and Medal Presentation night for our 7 successful teams in 
2014.  The Academy is open to all 5 - 12 year olds from Monkstown NS.  We then 
revert to Friday nights from January 30th on. 6.30-8.30pm each night.  


