
Scoil Barra Naofa, 

Monkstown, 

Co. Cork 

021-4842159 
 

          24th January 2017 

 

Re: School ROOF 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope 2017 has started off well for you. Thankfully the weather has been fair and has not 

challenged or tested our school roof too much over the past few months. As you might be 

aware, there has been a history of leakages in the school over the past ten years. 

 

The roof on the older part of the building (1940s building) was re-roofed in the late 80s/early 

90s and is in good condition, with little or no problems. The main school building was built in 

1983 and the roof in this part is the section which has caused significant trouble over the past 

decade.  Remedial works have been carried out on the roof, on the direction of the Board of 

Management, using school funds/minor works grant when available, since approximately 

2007/08. 

 

The school applied in December 2013 for the Summer Works 2014 Scheme. The Consultant’s 

Report (Tim O’ Leary DL GROUP) outlined that roof tiles were damaged to various degrees. 

The Board of Management was given no feedback from the Department of Education & Skills 

as to why the Summer Works Grant was not approved for Summer 2014.  

 

The BOM chose to use more of the Minor Works Grant to do further remedial works in July 

2015. The work that could be done was limited, as the budget to replace tiles was not there, 

and was always considered to only be a temporary solution. This work certainly improved the 

situation.  Regrettably however, in inclement weather conditions, when there was a 

combination of heavy rain and strong winds (such as during the storms of last winter), leaks 

continue. 

 

In November 2016 the Board of Management commissioned Kieran J. Barry Ltd (Chartered 

Engineers) to draw up a comprehensive report in relation to the condition of the roof. We have 
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now received a highly documented report and the summary clearly indicates the condition of 

the roof and the steps needed to put it right. 

“8.14 Summary  

The roof tiles and felt throughout the roof are porous and fragile. This is the principle 

cause of the ongoing series of leaks, which affects practically every room in the 1983 

building. These leaks cannot, therefore, be stopped by localised, targeted repairs. 

Regrettably, nothing short of a complete replacement of the entire roof covering will stop 

the roof leaks, which have beset this school for the past several years. The box valley 

gutters are vulnerable to leaks and need to be reconstructed to increase their capacity, to 

use more resilient material and to fix the existing sagging of roofing felt alongside the 

valleys. These recommendations represent urgent, critical works, necessary to stop the 

existing recurring roof leaks, and to stop the continuous occurrence of new one-off leaks 

throughout the building.” 

 

This report was forwarded to the Department of Planning & Building, within the Department 

of Education & Skills on the 19th December 2016.  Following up on this application, on return 

from our Christmas holidays, prompted an immediate response from the DES, informing us 

that the application in its current format could not be funded at this time. We, the Board of 

Management, are adamant that we will continue in our endeavours to secure this funding and 

will continue to liaise with the Department of Planning & Building, as well as our local T.D.s, 

in hopes that their support will add leverage to our application. 

 

Should any parent of the school community have any suggestions with regards to our pursuit 

of funding for this project, we would be delighted if you could contact the school and discuss 

this with Ciara. We will be in contact in the near future to update you on this and other related 

Board of Management plans. 

 

Mise le meas, 

 

 

Don McAleese       Ciara Ní Bhuaigh  

Chairperson of Board of Management   Principal 


