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Introduction 

Scoil Barra Naofa, Monkstown 

Policy on Exemption from Irish 

This policy was originally drafted in 2008, following an overview of our Special Education 

Policy. It was redrafted in 2012 and reviewed again in 2016. The policy was most recently 

reviewed and updated in February 2021 in line with circular 0052/2019 and subsequent DES 

Guidelines published in May 2020. 

 

Rationale 
Circular 0052/2019 outlines that some pupils may be entitled to an exemption from the study of 

Irish. This includes; 

a. Children who have received their primary school education outside of the Republic of 

Ireland up to 12 years of age. 

b. Children who are re-enrolling having spent a significant period of time studying abroad. 

c. Children of foreigners who are diplomatic or consular representatives in Ireland. 

This circular also makes provision for children with significant learning difficulties. In the case 

of children with significant learning difficulties the child must; 

d. Have reached at least 2nd class and present with a literacy score at or below the 10th percentile 

in either word reading, reading comprehension or spelling.  

 A list of suitable diagnostic tests is available from school and DES 

 

Relationship to School Ethos 
This policy is in keeping with the mission statement of the school which strives to enhance the 

self-esteem of all through providing for the intellectual, physical moral and cultural needs of all. 

 

Aims and Objectives 
• To allow for pupils of differing abilities and circumstances. 

• To enhance inclusivity within the school. 

• To enable children of all abilities to access the curriculum in a learner friendly 

manner. 

 

Eligibility for Exemption 
As per Circular 0052/2019, Pupils in the following circumstances may be allowed exemption 

from the  study of Irish in national schools:- 

 

a. Pupils whose primary education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final 

year of their primary education) was received outside the state and where they did not 

have the opportunity to engage in the study of Irish. 

b. Pupils who were previously enrolled as recognised pupils in primary schools who are 

being re-enrolled after a period spent abroad, provided that at least three years have 

elapsed since the previous enrolment in the State and the pupil is at least 12 years of age 
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on re-enrolment. 

c. Children of foreigners who are diplomatic or consular representatives in Ireland. 

d. Pupils that present with significant learning difficulties despite having had access to a 

differentiated approach to language and literacy in both English and Irish over time. 

Such pupils must have reached at least 2nd class and present with a literacy score at or 

below the 10th percentile in either word reading, reading comprehension or spelling.  

Accommodation of Pupils with an exemption 
• Pupils from the above categories may be allowed to remain in the class during the Irish 

lesson so that they may have an opportunity to gain knowledge of spoken Irish and to 

participate in the learning activities. Alternatively, other suitable arrangement may be 

made such as allocating school work on other subject areas. 

 

• An exemption granted to a student will be operative throughout his/her time in primary 
school. 

 

Procedures 
• In the case where one of the circumstances outlined in Circular 0052/2019 above 

applies, a  written application for exemption from the study of Irish should be made by 

a Parent / Guardian to the Principal. The application form (as per DES guidelines May 

2020) will be provided to parents by the Principal. This application must specify the 

relevant grounds on which the   exemption is being sought. 

 

• Documentary evidence may be required E.g. evidence of age and previous schooling, 

evidence of previous support plans and diagnostic testing. 

 

• If appropriate, applications will also be accompanied by a psychologist’s report. A 

psychologist’s report should be an up to date, full psychological report,   carried out by a 

qualified psychologist. 

 

• The school authorities will satisfy themselves as to the documentary evidence submitted. 

 

• The Principal will explain the process fully to parents at time of application . Principal  

will also explain the possible future implications for a child following exemption from the 

study of Irish ensuring that parents are fully aware of consequences before proceeding 

with the application for exemption. 

 

 

• A decision to grant exemption will be conveyed to the parent / guardian in writing, by 

way of a written certificate, signed by the Principal in accordance with Circular 

0052/2019.  

• The decision will be communicated to parents within 21 days of receipt of 

application. 

• Where an application has been refused the decision will be communicated to parents 

and the appeal process explained to parents. 

 

• Where an application is successful the application form and all documentary evidence 
along with a copy of the Exemption Certificate is retained by the school, and made 

available for inspection. 
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• The original certificate is given to the Parent / guardian. Parents are requested to 

retain the original certificate and provide this to the child’s secondary school in later 
years. 

 

 

Implementation, Review and Communication 
This policy was reviewed and adopted by the Board of Management in February 2021. The 

Board of Management will monitor the implementation of all aspects of this policy and amend as 

required. The policy will be reviewed in the light of experience. 

 

It will be reviewed fully every three years, or sooner if necessary. Any staff member, Board of 

Management member parent / guardian of a current student, may request a review at any time, 

and such a request will be dealt with as soon as possible. 

 

Next Review Date: February 2024 

 

 

Signed:                                                   

 

Principal  08/02/2021 

 

 

Chairperson B.o.M  08/02/2021 
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