
SCOIL BARRA NAOFA 

Newsletter #3       15th Nov 2022 

A Chairde, 

Welcome back to school everybody. This month we will be hosting face to face parent-
teacher meetings. These meetings are an opportunity to get to know you and your 
children even better and share valuable information. Communication is key and we 
certainly promote open, proactive communication here at Scoil Barra Naofa. We are 
very much looking forward to hosting in person meetings again. 

This month we remember our dear friend Fr Con. We are encouraging the children (and 
the adults) to commit random acts of kindness. We know that by filling the cups of 
others we fill our own cups too and in a darker, wetter month we could all do with some 
extra kindness. 

This newsletter also contains information about our Christmas plans and celebrations. 
We hope that this December will be as close to “normal” as possible. The Christmas Carol 
Service, visiting panto and visit from Santa are all highlights to look forward to. 

As we approach the month of December we remind you of the importance of respecting 
the belief systems of all families and ask that you encourage your children to be mindful 
and respectful of this topic. Christmas is such a special time of the year for families and 
our children are only young for such a short time. The magic of Christmas should be 
enjoyed by children for as long as possible!! However, you choose to celebrate this 
special time we wish you well. 

Mise le Meas, 

Ger O’ Brien agus Foireann na Scoile 

IMPORTANT DATES AND SCHOOL CALENDAR 2022/23 

November; 
Science Week; Nov 13th to 20th. 
Junior Infant Photos; Nov 16th. 
In Person Parent Teacher Meetings; Tues Nov 22nd and Wed Nov 23rd.  



Tues Nov 22nd; Classes 1st to 6th finish at 2.20pm. 
Wed Nov 23rd; Infants finish at 11.50 and 1st to 6th finish at 12. 
Wed Nov 30th; Christmas Panto, Sleeping Beauty. 
December; 
December 1st; Early Closure to facilitate training in the Primary Language Curriculum. 
Infants finish at 11.50 and classes 1st to 6th finish at 12. 
School Carol Service; Dec 14th at 11am  
PA Christmas Event; Dec 8th 6.30pm. 
Wed December 21st School Closes at 12 for Christmas Holidays. 
January; 
Thurs January 5th School Reopens. 
 

PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 

In person parent-teacher meetings will take place on Tuesday Nov 22nd and 
Wednesday Nov 23rd. To faciltate these meetings children will finish at 2.20 on Tuesday 
Nov 22nd and at 12pm on Wednesday Nov 23rd. Please note finish time for infants will 
be 11.50 on Wednesday November 23rd.   
As is customary timeslots for p/t meetings will be released on a phased basis via 
Aladdin. We will commence this process on Monday Nov 14th at 3pm when parents of 3 
pupils or more will be able to book time slots, On Tues Nov 15th booking will open at 
3pm for parents of 2 pupils and on Wed Nov 16th at 3pm booking will open for all others. 
We encourage parents to meet with teachers in person, however, if you are unable to 
meet in person we are happy to facilitate phone meetings where required. Parents who 
require a phone meeting should not book a timeslot on Aladdin but rather email the 
school office on info@scoilbarranaofa.ie and mark for email for the attention of the class 
teacher in question. Phone meetings will be organised separately to in person 
meetings. Your child’s class teacher will contact you with available times. 
 
Parent-Teacher Meetings usually last for 10mins approx. In order to keep meetings to 
schedule and accommodate those parents meeting a number of teachers we ask 
parents to arrive on time. Should an issue arise that requires further discussion a follow 
on meeting can be arranged. Where parents require separate meetings please let us 
know in advance and we will be happy to organise this. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@scoilbarranaofa.ie


GREEN SCHOOLS NEWS 

Our Green Schools Committee would like to tell you that we are working on 
our latest Global Citizenship Flag; Energy. The Green Schools Committee 
conducted an Energy Audit of the school and have set a target to reduce of 

energy consumption by at least 5%. By switching off lights when we are leaving the 
room and by shutting down electrical appliances rather than leaving them on standby 
we can reduce our energy usage. The energy monitors in each class will help to keep 
us all on track! 

Thank you to Freya O’ Connor for her fantastic Pledge Hog Poster. Children are 
encouraged to make a pledge – some small, achievable change in order to help our 
planet. Each pledge will be added to the spikes of the Pledge Hog. Please talk about 
this at home and think of ways we can help our planet by our small actions at home and 
at school. 

The Green Schools Committee will soon be launching a slogan competition. We are 
looking for a new Green Code for our energy flag. Further details to follow! 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS                   

Well done to all children that took part in Student Council elections. The 
interest was very high. All children put tremendous effort into their 
presentations and speeches and all are congratulated for their efforts. 
The new Student Council members are; Finn Whitty, Isabella Walsh, 
Maisie Hanna, Leah Kirby, Chloe Coole, George Foy, Timmy Murphy, 

Aoife Ní Shúilleabháin, Megan Kirby and Leo Barry. The Student Council will be 
organising the annual Christmas Jumper Day and Penny Dinners Collection in the 
coming weeks. Your support for all Student Council events is greatly appreciated. 

SCIENCE WEEK AT SBN 

Science Week kicks off last Sunday, November 13th. Many family events will take place 
and further information can be found on the Cork Science Festival website and social 
media pages as well as on the Scoil Barra Naofa FB page. 

During Science Week all classes will be taking part in additional science activities and 
experiments as well as online shows and a quiz with www.scienceweek.ie Following on 
from last year’s fun and success Second Class will again take part in the Digiwiz 
Drawbot Zoom Workshop. Keep an eye on our website and FB for photos of their robot 

http://www.scienceweek.ie/


creations and all science activities at SBN. Many thanks to Ms Flannery for organising 
these activities. 

NOVEMBER; SPREADING KINDNESS AT SBN. 

The month of November, also known as the month of the souls, is a time when we think 
about, pray for and remember fondly those we have lost. We also think about and pray 
for those who are sick or struggling in life. Over the course of the month each class will 
pay a visit the church or will attend mass.  

This month we are encouraging the children to keep the spirit of our dear friend Fr Con 
alive and well by “committing” random acts of kindness. The power of kindness and 
simple acts of kindness cannot be under-estimated. Con often spoke of the difficulty of 
knowing how people really feel, the importance of seeing beyond the façade and paying 
attention to people’s actions and body language as well as their words. When we show 
kindness, compassion and understanding the impact can be more far reaching than we 
believe. So, go on! Commit a RAK today!  

WELLBEING AT SBN 

From October to January the children at SBN take part in the Weaving Wellbeing 
Programme. Launched in 2019 for children from 2nd to 6th Class this programme has 
now been extended to all class levels. Younger children (and their mums and dads) will 
be learning all about friendship skills, tolerance, acceptance and appreciation of 
diversity through the characters of Mo & Ko. The power of this programme and class 
discussions on such topics creates potential for further discussion and practice at 
home. Please talk to your children about the content of the lessons and homework 
throughout the weeks, point out real life examples of challenge and over-coming 
challenge, examples of patience and tolerance, valuing everyone’s individual strengths 
and talents, kindness and true friendship. 

In 4th Class we have recently launched the Friends for Life Programme. Sincere thanks 
to all who attended our parent’s information evening in Oct. Friends for Life builds 
children’s resilience and coping skills. It aims to develop skills for life and offset anxiety 
by developing tools and strategies to cope with life’s challenges. This programme will 
be delivered by Ms O Brien and Mrs Donnelly. Many thanks to NEPS for providing the 
opportunity for training and support. We are delighted to be able to add to the wellbeing 
supports provided to the pupils of SBN. 

 



PA NEWS 

Santa’s PA helpers are very busy organising Christmas treats and celebrations for 
children and parents alike. Late Late Toy Show Treat Bags are available to order on 
Aladdin or by contacting Jen in the school office. These bags cost 5 Euro and will keep 
children happy (and busy!) watching the Late Late Toy Show on Friday November 25th.  

Not forgetting about the grown ups…..the PA are holding an evening of carols, hot 
chocolate, mulled wine and mince pies on Thursday December 8th from 6.30 to 
7.30approx. All families are welcome to this festive celebration. 

The PA Christmas Raffle will take place on Dec 21st. Tickets will go on sale in early Dec 
and can be purchased on Aladdin. More information on sponsors and prizes to follow. 

Finally, Santa will visit the children in school later in December. Date to follow. 

Many thanks to the wonderful members of the PA and to all parents that have helped in 
any way to make this special time of year even more special for the children and 
families of SBN. 

CHRISTMAS AT SBN 

We are delighted to share the news that this year we will hold a Christmas Carol 
Service. Our last Christmas Carol Service, or indeed our last in person whole school 
celebration, was held in December 2019! All classes will be involved and all families are 
welcome to attend. This service will most likely be held on the 14th of December at 
11am . As is customary, children are welcome to leave with their families following this 
service. Those not leaving after the service will return to school where they will be 
supervised until 2.30pm. 

On Wednesday Nov 30th the West Midlands Theatre Company will return to SBN. This 
year’s pantomime is Sleeping Beauty. All classes will attend and we are very much 
looking forward to the return of the West Midlands Theatre Company who have 
entertained the children of SBN over the years. 

Christmas Jumper Day and the Annual Penny Dinners Collection will also take place 
this December. Ms Kelly and the SBN Student Council will share further information and 
dates in the coming weeks. 

 

 



GAA TRAINING 

Míle Buíochas to Mr Walsh and Ms Prout for organising Gaelic Football training for the 
boys and girls of 4th/5th and 6th Class. The Gaelic Football season is now coming to an 
end. Hurling training will take place later in Term 2. 

ROAD SAFETY AND WINTER WEATHER 

As the mornings become darker and the weather wetter (possibly icy) 
we ask all road users to take great care when dropping and collecting 
the children to and from school.  

The area outside the school gates is a pedestrian area and parking, 
dropping or turning is not permitted here. Instead, parents are asked to drive up Church 
Hill, stop briefly to drop children at the small pedestrain gate and continue your jouney 
up Fairy Hill or down Chapel Hill. 

Cork County Council have installed colourful, pencil bollards to indicate areas 
unsuitable for parking. Please take note of these bollards and do not park in this area. 

We ask that local access roads and drive ways are kept clear, footpaths are kept clear 
for children and buggies and sufficient access for emergency vehicles in maintained in 
all areas. 

This week Ms O Brien visited the classes to discuss road safety with the children. We 
ask that you also speak about this topic at home, use reflective arm-bands/high-vis 
jackets and slow down to take care.  

We appreciate your cooperation and support in keeping all road users safe this Winter. 

DOUGLAS CREDIT UNION 

Douglas Credit Union run a weekly savings club at Scoil Barra Naofa. If you would like 
to open a savings account for your child please contact Passage /Douglas Credit Union 
or  the school office by email for further details and application forms. Savings are 
collected every Wednesday morning. 

 

 

 



SHAMROCKS GAA 

Shamrocks Juvenille Section invite boys and girls to our indoor training sessions 
throughout the Winter where they will make friends and have fun at our indoor hall in 
the National Marine College, Ringaskiddy.   
Girls train every Tuesday from 6.30 to 7.30. Boys train every Friday at 6pm.  
Scoil Barra Naofa students are welcome to attend. Please contact 0861914926 for 
further details.  

 

 

 

 


